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Cronin, A.J. THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM Little, Brown 
nin Rarely have I been so stirred by a book as by this new novel from the au- 


thor of The Citadel. If I were a bookseller, I should tell my customers that this was 
no romance, no glamorous creative achievement, no fast-paced adventure tale to take a: 
one's mind off the war. But that here - in Father Francis, the Scots priest who is 
the central figure, was a character who justified one's faith in right winning its own 
reward; in the basic goodness of man; in "tolerance as the highest virtue. Humility 
comes next"; in essential goodness being interesting and challenging. Francis Chisholm 
was urged towards the church by a deep inarticulate conviction of vocation - and by a 
tragedy in his youth. His was never a routine acceptance of the trappings of his faith; 
but the inner flame burned steadily. Outwardly, he seemed a failure, whether in brief 

e tenure in Scotland; or during 36 years in the Chinese mission field. Actually, his car- 
eer won - from even his enemies, his detractors, grudging humility. His story is simply 
told as he lived his life simply, whether faced with famine, disease, flood, war, bandits 
or hardest of all, indifference. His converts numbered few in the annals of the Church; 
but every one came willingly. Cronin has created immortal characters before, but this 
time he has surpassed himself. And there is no lag in the telling; past and present 
are knit firmly into one unified picture. And the lesson is a lesson for troubled 
times, when religion is sorely needed and faith a vital force. Catholics may feel that 
reflection is cast on the worldliness of the church hierarchy; but none can question 
the reverent spirit in which the old priest says: "The Church is our great mother, 
leading us forward... a band of pilgrims, through the night. But perhaps there are 

~~ other mothers. And perhaps even some poor solitary pilgrims who stumble home alone." 

Yes, it is a good story — but it is more. It is a great book, a book that has no lim- 
itations of creed or faith. The publishers are backing it with the largest initial ap- 
propriation they have ever given one book. Use the sales aids they have made avail- 





able, - imprinted postcards, posters, a series of advertisements. It is a book you 
can make into a best seller. $2.50 « 
One First Rate Frontter Novel; One Surprise Package for Summer Rentals 


Hoffman Birney in his best book, ANN CARMENY (Putnam); REVELRY BY NIGHT by J. Lawrence 
Parnard (Doubleday). Otherwise an unpredictable group of books for a slim season. 


To offset this oh so slack a period, why not take reckoning of the books that should 
have made a showing, and that slipped by in competition to headlines and radio? To 
stimulate your efforts in this direction, check the titles suggested on the yellow 
Sheets in this tssue. They may not be the titles you would have chosen, but they may 

& start your imagination working, and give you some leads. We've chosen only books of 
the year 1941, books on which we feel there is a market you can reach. More power to 
you. 
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June 13 
Fremantle, Anne COME TO DUST Putnam 


Not a book for many, but one for discerning taste, particularly for those 
appreciative of a continental savor. A delicate, wise and softly ironic picture of the 
provincial aristocracy in France at the close of the last war, and of a gentle parish 
outside Aix in the Savoie. It is a quiet book, strengthened by the author's sense of 
environment, of people, of detail. Twelve-year old Chantal has inherited a villa, and 
goes with her widowed mother, Marguerite, to live there. The book is filled with the 
people they know; the incidents are slight (at times erring on the side of inclusion 
of happenings that seem to jar the spirit and quality of the book). But, all in all, 


a book for the somewhat sophisticatei market. $2.50 
June 20 | 

Birney, Hoffman ANN CARMENY Putnam 

° The West of the bad man period, of the Vigilantes, of fortunes won and 


lost, of gambling and religious fanaticism and the spirit of pioneers. This is no 
rose-colored picture of the frontier. Even Ann Carmeny, the heroine, is no plaster 

saint - in fact, I'd put my money on her gambler husband, who rescued her from a band 

of Mormon toughs, out for her gold, married her - and then, with a smile and a heart- 

ache, waited her whims and pleasures. Hoffman Birney wrote a graphic tale of the 
Donner Party in Grim Journey. This is equally good history and better story. $2.50 


July 8 vp 
Malcolm-Smith, George SLIGHTLY PERFECT Random House 


Loud and long-winded screwballiana, which you can credit for exertion and 
for little else. All about Milton Hawkins, an over-regular young man who goes ir- 
regular. Milton, an actuary, connected with a Hartford insurance plan, never errs. 
When he does, he is put off-balance, joins a carnival, pals with groups of freaks and 
nuts, and even tries his own hand at a stunt or so. Kinda corny - tassels and all - 


but for a rough and ready sense of farce, it may go. $2.00 
July 9 
Oppenheim, E. Phillips ~ THE SHY PLUTOCRAT Little, Brown 


Ephemeral timepasser - laid in the 1920's. Bland concoction wherein young, 
super-wealthy Maurice Teyl, loses his shyness when he takes on a false identity and 
finds he can be accepted for himself and not his money. When the impersonation is 
threatened, he proceeds to impersonate his real self, and gets so involved that he is 
forced to continue to help others out of trouble. Eventually, things are untangled | 


and everything is jake. Not up to Oppenheim's best. Rentals. $2.00 
July 21 

Edgerton, Lucile S. PILLARS OF GOLD Knopf 

* This differs from any other gold rush story I have read in the place taken 


by the struggles of the "Secessionists" for the Southwest during the Civil War. A 
segment of frontier history of which too little has been written - vitally important 
in the turmoil and hazard and madness of the mushroom growth of Arizona. The central 
character does not quite come alive; but he makes a colorful hero. Good adventure, 
good romance, good history. Special appeal for West and Southwest. $2.50 
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Reiner, Anna THE COWARD HEART Knopf 


Not so powerful a book as her first, Five Destinies, but nevertheless a 
distinguished piece of writing which offers much for both thought and emotion. Paris 
of 1936, no man's land of the refugee, as background for another story of expatriates, 
the Communist political exiles and underground travelers. (A distinct detriment to 
sales.) The story centers around a wife waiting for her husband to escape Dachau, and 
the "pure Crusader" who is working on the escape. But the imprisonment has done things 
to Peter, he is furtive, truculent, weak, and the sense of estrangement deepens. 
Finally, she learns that her suspicions are justified, and - too late - that Peter has 
joined the Gestapo, as a Judas in their midst. A theme that comes too close to pos- 
sibilities to make pleasant reading - and not compelling enough to override it. $2.50 


July 22 
Duffus, R. L. THAT WAS ALDERBURY Macmillan 


A tranquil, sober picture of a small Vermont village - scarcely warranting 
the sub-title "A Novel". The village is seen through the eyes and big-pitchered ears 
of Phil, one of a group of four youngsters, in the year 1898, which brings a new school- 
teacher and a new minister to Alderbury, to the delight of the younger people who find 
things picking up. But the oldsters sniff out indiscretion; they find the new minister 
too tolerant, and turn against him when he and the new teacher fall in love, despite 
his dried, dull wife. The boys make mild mischief - there's the routine of village 
life at the turn of the century - and the story ends with the rejection of the min- 
‘ister by the village, and the departure of the teacher. Cross sectioning village 


life, with a very slender thread of plot. Limited appeal. $2.50 
= Se/ trruIna) 30 
Dark, Eleanor THE TIMELESS LAND Macmillan 
Australia is "the timeless land" - and this is Australia’s story, through 


a period beginning with sighting the first white man's ship, to the successful es- 
tablishment of a colony, battling against racial troubles, lawlessness on the part of 
convict-colonists, lack of skilled labor, and nature itself. Fiction and interpreta- 
tion skilfully blended with fact, in a dramatic story of the confusion precipitated 
by the white invasion among the blacks. A solid thoughtful job, claiming verity in 
the broad outlines, though not, perhaps, in details of plot, which parallels two fam- 
ilies, one convict, one monied, and the paths by which the land might be conquered. 
The period is 1770-1792. Eleanor Dark has a better sense of background perhaps than 


of plot; but her books are rewarding reading. $300 
2,75" 
August 8 
Barnard, J. Lawrence REVELRY BY NIGHT Doubleday, Doran 
? A tart close-up of the suburban goldfish bowl, clever entertainment for 


lighter moments, and a good pick for the Dawn Powel market, without quite the bite. 
Rentals for your adult sophisticates; not for the watchful public librarian. Against 
a background of communting weekends, country club Sundays, bridge and Bundles for 
Britain, is told the story of Lynne and Park and their set who careen and carouse by 
night, with half-hearted flirtations along the way. Entertaining summer fare. $2.00 
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August 4 
Sholokov, Mikhail THE DON FLOWS HOME TO THE SEA Knopf 


This was reported last February (page 76) for April publication; then 
postponed to June, and now to this date.... Interesting as the book is, viewed as an 
extraordinarily perceptive picture of a confusing aspect of modern history, the strug- 
gle of the Cossacks against the Soviet conquerors, it seems to me too much interplay 
of conflicting forces to emerge as a novel comparable to its predecessor, And Quiet 
Flows the Don, published in 1934. Some of the same characters are reintroduced, but 
the story can be read independent of the other with complete clarity, though the re- ° 
lation of the numerous characters becomes secondary to the epic of a losing fight 
for freedom. White Russians, Red Russians, Cossacks, Cadets - they seem confusing 
until one realizes that some of the characters actually do fight now on one side, now 
on another. And through the conflict goes the deeper story of the lives of a people, 
of harvests and villages and the men coming home from the wars to take up the threads 
of love and passion, only to be caught up again in a life and death strugé¢le. $3.50 


Note:- Boxed set "The Silent Don" containing the two books $6.00 | 
A Last Minute Arrival Scheduled for June 9 
f 
Lyndon, Barre SUNDOWN Stokes 


Sleek, tense and well-mounted adventure story of the British Empire in 
Africa, of a small outpost of Englishmen and one woman and the hostile threat of 
natives against the handful of whites. There are the Civil administrators, an English 
officer and his native soldiers, an American derelict - and a woman, rumored to be 
half native. German guns have been supplied to some native outlaws - attack is planned 
for sundown. The book closes with some exciting fighting scenes - grand picture ma- 
terial and good adventure and romance. This is good rental material, upper cut ~- and 


should appeal to the old Peau Geste market. $2.00 
REPRINTS 
Stern, P. Van D. ed. THE POCKET READER FIVE GREAT COMEDIES OF SHAKESPEARE 
Frome, David MR. PINKERTON FINDS A BODY Queen, Ellery THE SIAMESE TWIN MYSTERY 
June issues -— Pocket Books ~ Each $.25 
Stevenson, R. L. DR. JEKYLL & Mr. Hyde A POCKET BOOK OF BONERS 
Stout, Rex FER-DE-LANCE Marsh, Ngaio ENTER A MURDERER 


July issues - Pocket Books - Each $.25 


July 10 Y 


THREE FAMOUS MURDER NOVELS Random House 


Iles, Francis BEFORE THE ACT 
Bentley, E. C. TRENT'S LAST CASE with foreword by 
Mason, A. E. W. THE HOUSE OF THE ARROW Bennett A. Cerf Z 


Complete, unabridged, from brand new large type. One volume $2.00 
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June 17 
Hendryx, James B. LAW AND ORDER ON HALF A DAY CREEK Carlton House (Random) 


Black John Smith and Cush, on their Yukon-Alaska boundary, in further ex- 
ploits of their careers as defenders and dispensers of their own brand of justice, aid- 
ing, when convenient, Corporal Downey of the Northwest Mounted. Lucrative results for 


the two as murder and theft is ferreted out with drinking, wits-matching and humor. 
$2.00 


July 11 
Strange, John Stephen MURDER GIVES A LOVELY LIGHT Doubleday, Doran 


Lieutenant Honneger bulldogs his way through the death of the socially 
prominent and: wealthy Simeon Rede, some time after the death has been dismissed as 
natural. A very much younger wife and daughter involved in undercover romantic en- 
tanglements, as ex partner's confession of a past embezzlement, backstairs chicanery 
and gossip, supply plenty of conjecture. Aboveboard tactics for a substantial and 


well-sustained tale. £2.00 


July 14 
Balmer, Edwin THE TORN LETTER Dodd, Mead 
Yeller mellerdrama in the shape of a mystery novel, —- more novel than 


mystery. June returns from Europe to find that immediate marriage to her fiance, 
Ned, holds no appeal. So she postpones it for the time being by serving on the jury 
of a murder trial. As the trial progresses, June recognizes her fiance in the char- 
acter of the mysterious third party involved as murderer, and only his death saves 
him recognition of guilt. Lowbrow entertainment, not up to Edwin Balmer's standards. 


$2.00 
July 21 
Coxe, George Harmon MRS. MURDOCK TAKES A CASE Knopf 
This too isn't the author's best, - though pleasant enough time passer. 


Bigamy, blackmail, two murders, embezzlement and a few Nazis form ingredients of a 
murder yarn involving a young couple, the two Mrs. Murdock's and a blackmailer. Joyce 
Murdock shows husband Kent a thing or twowhenshe takes a hand in the solution. $2.00 


July 25 
Stein, Aaron Marc UP TO NO GOOD Doubleday, Doran 


An archaeological expedition takes to burying more rapidly than unburying 
when four members of the group "hit the dust" of the Inca ruins in Peru. A snoopy 
spinster and Tim Mulligan, excavation minded, do what detection is done in a plot to 
steal the gold from an evacuated huaca. Local and pictorial color and too much oc- 
cupational concentration slow down the plot. 

7 | mee © 


August 5 —— © i a 
Nye, Nelson C. PISTOLS FOR HIRE Macmillan 
. Sub-titled "A tale of the Lincoln County War and the West's most desperate 
outlaw, Billy the Kid". Yarning on true western material, livened by first rate 





clusive a denunciation of Germany, her leaders, her policies, her people, her actions, 
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dialogue, as Flick Farsom tells the story. Flick is a puncher with a talent with a 
-44, who leaves his job with Chisum (well-named), to help trader Murphy, who is being 
bankrupted by a group of crooks and desperadoes. Among these is William Bonney (Billy 
the Kid) whom Farsom shows up as a lily-gilded Robin Hood, a sneak and coward. Shoot- 
ing, dry gulching, closing with a posse roundup of outlaws. Good going. $2.00 


August 11 


Omnibus volume - Three prize murders Farrar & Rinehart 
Howie, Edith ~ MURDER FOR TEA. Feminine and chatty. 

McIntire, Marguerite - OLD-FASHIONED MURDER. Homespun and folksy. 

Wallace, C. S. - WESTBOUND MURDER. Active and pulp-derived. 


You pays your money and you takes your choice in these runners-up of the 
Mary Roberts Rinehart Mystery Prize contest. They strain a bit for originality in 
their Sherlocks, while attempting to combine stock ingredients, for successful brain- 
teasers. Whiles away a summer day —- money's worth of whodunits. $2.50 


Reeves, Robert NO LOVE LOST Holt 
Smith, anthropologist-private detective, is clientless in Hollywood until 
the murder of an ex-prizefighter hands him a case and he tours the local haunts, gets 


on the spot with the "shams" (police), is pushed around, but manages to evade all 
squeeze plays to a successful denouement. Toughish. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS | 


June 20 
Shirer, William L. BERLIN DIARY Knopf 
* Here's the answer to those who have wondered whether Shirer's veiled allus- 


ions on the air, speaking from Berlin, have cloaked pro-Nazi sympathies. Here's the 
message between and behind the lines. Here is as thrilling and vigorous and all-in- 


her purposes as has come in any book we have read. Millions have listened to Shirer, 


who, during seven years, has been on the ground at the crucial moment - the fall of 
Austria, of Czecho-Slovakia, of Poland. He and his devoted friend, Edward Murrow, 
have been jointly responsible for the policies that have brought international hook- 
ups to the place they hold. This diary shows an amazing comprehension of what has 
been happening, before the world realized it; his advice would have saved many mis-~- 
steps had diplomats and statesmen heeded him. The record suffers not at all by a 
sense of having been told before, since Shirer presents it all with fresh evidence, 

a human approach, and the intimate details that make one feel one has gone through it 


with him. Sell the book as an important link in understanding what has been happening, 


as preparation for what is still to happen. Sell it as absorbingly interesting read- 


ing, throughout its close to seven hundred pages. Often enough his prophetic insight 
has proved itself. What can he do for the future ahead? A book for public libraries, 


bookshops, rental libraries. July selection, Book of the Month plus heavy publisher 


backing will give it a start. $3. 56°) 
oe) 
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High Spots Here and There 


Good true adventure in TWO SURVIVED by Guy Pearce Jones (Random House) COUNTRY SCHOOL- 
MA'AM by Della T. Lutes (Little, Prown). Stim pickings for summer consumption. 


PROELEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
Fromm, Erich ESCAPE FROM FREEDOM Farrar & Rinehart 


The main theme is stated as being "that man, the more he gains freedom and 
the more he becomes an individual, has no choice but to unite himself with the world 
in the spontaneity of love or work - or else to seek a kind of security by such ties 
with the world as destroy his freedom and the integrity of his individual self." The 
author then proceeds to analyze the cultural scene from mediaeval Europe, through the 
Reformation to the present, showing the fundamental likeness in social situations of 
the 15th and 16th century and today. Then as now, economic, social and religious 
freedom brought a sense of isolation and insecurity. Today the growth of capitalism 
has led to impersonality, to dulled capacity for critical thinking, only partially 
offset by unions (now too big in themselves) and cooperatives. Advertising and propa- 
ganda appeal to the emotions of mass man. He then proceeds to stucy the psychological 
significance of Fascism, the basic elements that provided fertile soil, the Hitler 
image. Finally, in the section on Freedom and Democracy he indicates how certain 
parallel situations maintain here, the trend towards conformity, the distortion of 
original thinking. In the end he pleads with us to establish freedom to rather than 
freedom from and thereby destroy the fundamental cause of unrest, subordinating the 
economic machine to human happiness. Not a book for the moment only, but a sound 


psychological approach to a world problem. $2.50 
June 18 
Aglion, Raoul WAR IN THE DESERT: The Battle for Africa Holt 


The first book on the war in Africa, written by a Frenchman, valuable as 
a background book for the role of Egypt and the Suez in past conflicts, topical today 
and broad enough in implications not to be outdated by the morrow's news. First the 
part Egypt has played in ancient and modern conflict;the importance of Libya, Egypt, 
the Suez. He discusses the sympathies of native and foreign populations, the French, 
the Italians, the infiltration of propaganda, the fifth column tactics. Finally, the 
Free French today, assisting English action in the air and on land. Good reading, 
ending on an optimistic note. With the Negley Farson book gives a picture of the Dark 
Continent. Illustrated by photographs. $2.75 


June 19 


Kozlenko, William - éd. AMERICAN SCENES John Day 


One act radio and stage plays selected to represent contemporary democracy 
with its faults and virtues. The social theatre rather than solely entertainment or 
patriotic. Unpublished work written for this collection, including such authors as 
Paul Green, Richard Wright, Irwin Shaw, Manuel Komroff, Leane Zugsmith and others. 

Out of the run of the mill collection, which should be marked for special considera- 


tion in socially minded little theatre groups, and drama study groups. Public librar- 


ies. $2.50 
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June 26 d \ 
\ 


von Hesse, Elisabeth Ferguson SO TO SPEAK Stokes 


This is more than the title would seem to indicate, for here - in one 
volume (it could well have been three) is the whole range of preparedness for plat- 
form presence and effectiveness. Physical, psychological and factual - how to stand, 
how to move, what clothes to wear; how to train the voice for pitch and resonance and 
that "velvety" quality that is the mark of the trained speaker today. And beyond these 
externals, the organization of material, its forceful presentation, the fine points 
that indicate the professional approach. With public speaking, whether from club 
platform, in committee, or on the professional platform - a demand made of almost 
everyone in the public eye today, this should prove a valuable handbook. It combines 
the inspirational aspects with the practical how-to-do-it slant, - exercises, both for 
figure and voice, and step-by-step self training, presented by one who has trained 


many notables of the speaking world today. Illustrated. $3.00 
Seby t1Te 4-¥ 
Belloc, Hilaire CAUTIONARY VERSES Knopf 


Were you brought up on A Bad Child's Book of Beasts and Cautionary Tales - 
and then more of each? If so you will welcome in one volume, all the old favorites 
from seven earlier volumes. Moral tales, with sly wit and wisdom, illustrated with 
the original drawings of B.T.B. and Nicholas Bentley. Good news this, for children 


and parents alike. $3.00 
July 18 v 

Jones, Guy Pearce TWO SURVIVED Random House 

* Here is a modern Men Against the Sea, the first hand story of the two 


English youths who survived alone out of the seven men in the one boat that escaped 
when a Nazi raider torpedoed a British merchantman last August. Ina frail jolly 
boat, man after man died, - after suffering hunger and thirst, gangrene, insanity, 
suicide. Three thousand miles in seventy fearful days, before the boat was washed 

up on one of the Bahamas. Jones was on the spot in Nassau to get their story, and 
has told it thrillingly, sparing his readers nothing of the horror, but conveying too 


something of the courage and gallantry. Introduction by William McFee. $2.00 UL 
Late July 
Bell, Caroline & Eddie THANK YOU TWICE or How We Like America Harcourt, Brace 


Outspoken, amusing good friendship value in this response of our "young 


visitors" to new stimuli and background, as two English children tell their story. 
Their father is an Oxford Fellow, one of the organizers of the program of sending 
English children to safety. The story tells of the plans for leaving, of the boat 
trip to Canada, of:the trials and tribulations of living in the Toronto University 
Residence, of their joy in a lake holiday, of the arrival of an older married sister 
and removal to New Milford, Connecticut. From the English viewpoint, what American 
family life is like, differences in schools, in dressing, in speech, in central heat- 
ing - and in the joyous American celebrations. Edited by Alden Hatch, who has managed 
to retain the spontaneity and simplicity of the record. $1.00 
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August 14 


Howe, M. A. DeWolfe A VENTURE IN REMEMBRANCE Little, Brown 


In spite of protestations to the contrary, this might well be the source 
book for The Late George Apley, with the balance weighted towards the intellectual and 
away from the social. At seventy eight, a grand old man of letters looks back over 
a full life. One time editor of the Atlantic Monthly, of the Youths Companion, author 
of numerous biographies and memoirs, member of literary clubs and literary circles, 
this reads more in the vein of the English reminiscences and literary chit-chat than 
the routine American product. Urbane, scholarly, chatty in a somewhat stately fash- 
ion, this is a memorial to a literary cycle that has passed. There is enough of his 
personal story to give the necessary background-Rhode Island, Philadelphia, Lehigh and 
Harvard, where Boston put the permanent stamp upon his personality and his point of 
view. It is not snobbish - it is not stuffy - but a little push over and it might 


have been one or the other. Fine vintage, flavored by time. $2.50 
Lutes, Della T. COUNTRY SCHOOLMA ‘AM Little, Brown 
* This should catch two markets!- first, those who loved A Country Kitchen 


and Home Grown and who will rejoice in this third of the trilogy of youth in Mich- 

igan of the '80's; second, the greatly expanded market for Country Lawyer, Country 
Editor, etc. What a revealing picture of the educational background of rural America, 
when a girl of sixteen, with very spotty educational training, could get a job teach- 
ing rural school. Fortunately, a sense of humor, a zest for teaching and a deeply 
rooted social sense made up for lacks in arithmetic and inexperience in handling young- 
sters, some of them older than herself. It is an original and entertaining tale, 


spiced with Della Lutes'sense of life lived to the full. Good Americana. $2.00 
August 22 
Major, Ralph H. MD FATAL PARTNERS Doubleday, Doran 


War and disease « Hans Zinsser wrote a classic on the subject in Rats, Lice 
and History. This is a more thorough going job, historical and factual in method, lack- 
ing the sparkle, the originality, the drama of the Zinsser book, but covering more 
ground. A book for public health groups, for reference, rather than for general public 
consumption. But will tap the Zinsser market to some extent. The time spanned ex- 
tends from classical times with the plague of Athens to the Polish invasion, showing 
how war presents new methods of destruction on one hand, and new methods for protec- 
tion and treatment on the other. How, for centuries, disease killed more soldiers 
than battle; more civilians in wartime, than soldiers. The men of science and the 
parts they played in combating epidemics bred of war; the discoveries of causes and 
preventatives; sanitation and new methods of treating wounds. An important subject, 
of timely value, in the field of public health. , $3.50 


r> pr 
———T | Ti 0 Mi j 
a 


Sioned a Yace ‘ 
Simon & Schuster 


August 12 


bolius Pout Relowte Ue = Gre 











Thomen, Dr. August A. F 


A Baedeker to health, the ideal home reference book - until the doctor 
comes. In itemized paragraphs, Dr. Thomen covers virtually every phase of sickness 
and health, crisply refuting many home remedies and theories, substituting medical 
facts, supported by statistics. Foods, diets, weight reduction, health habits (from 
cosmetics to suntans). Then major diseases (chronic, contagious, venereal), minor 
ailments, birth, marriage, death. All the data the layman should have is here. $2.50 




















June 1, 1941 Non-fiction «~ $363. 


Late Arrivals - a Varied Collection 


Remington, Woodbern E£. CROSS WINDS OF EMPIRE John Day 


Colorfully, lyrically, a little nostalgically, an Army officer stationed 
for years in Malaysia paints a pen portrait of the passing of the islands and the 
peoples as the author knew them before the advent of a new Philippine Islands wearing 
the label "Made in Japan". Malaysia faces the cross winds of empire. The writer goes 
from island to island in the China Sea, talks of Filipinos and Moros and Chinese and 
mestizos, shows the dual influence of two faiths, Catholicism and Mohammedanisn, 
shows the natives in their homes, their industries. Between the lines, the economic 
implications are disseminated. The islands emerge as a "crude, untaught Commonwealth, 
in the badly fitting garb of a democracy, headed toward economic breakdown, bloodshed 
and Japanese absorption". An observant, sympathetic book, in which he views the un- 


preparedness of the people, the certain domination of Japan. Photographs. (6/12) 
$3.00 


Chamberlain, Samuel MARTHA'S VINEYARD Hastings House 


In days of war in most quarters of the globe, it does one good to rest 
one's eyes on the peaceful scenes in this latest addition to Chamberlain's series of 
compact photographic glimpses of America. Martha's Vineyard offers wider variety of 
scenery and photogenic bits of village and landscape than usually appreciated by the 
mainlanders. (Published) $1.25 


Waldman, Milton ROD OF IRON The Absolute Rulers of England Houghton, Mifflin 


Dictatorship in England over a period of 150 years, through its three 
proponents, - Henry VIII, Elizabeth and Oliver Cromwell. A brisk, vigorous section 
of biographical history, evenly alloting emphasis to both event and personality. An 
interesting interpretation of absolutism, through the force of three strong person- 
alities (there's an introductory chapter on John). But it is not going to be easy 
to catch the imagination of the reader by promise of a link to modern times. The 
best angle to take is that this is a thoroughly readable job. (6/10) $3.50 


Graves, Robert & Hodge, Alan THE LONG WEEK END Macmillan 
A Social History of Great Britain 1918-1939 


Highlighted commentary, bearing resemblance to Frederick Allen's Only 
Yesterday - details that affected the intimate lives of the British, a graphic pan- 
orama of fads, fancies, facts, foibles and fingerposts along the way from war to war. 
Covers all aspects of that period - social, political, economic, educational, domes- 
tic. Thoroughly good reading of the background of those years, if one wants to look 
back. (Published) 99508 


Wavell, General Sir Archibald GENERALS AND GENERALSHIP Macmillan 


Limited appeal for this slim book containing three lectures delivered by 
the general who has made himself famous in north Africa - lectures on the basic prin- 
ciples of great generalship, delivered at Trinity, Cambridge, in 1939. The general as 
administrator, as leader of men, as tactician - illustrated from other careers than 
his own. It is in their fitness to his own career that this presentation has impor- 
tance beyond what was indicated at the time the lectures were delivered. Waveli's 
@ modesty prevents his taking his own success as a model. (6/3) 


\ $1. 00 
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Ashbrook, H.- THE PURPLE ONION MYSTERY - from 6/16 to 6/6 224 
Stephen Daye 

faddocks, D.- SWING YOUR PARTNERS - from $1.25 to $1.00 233 
Doubleday Doran 

Cheradame, A.- DEFENSE OF THE AMERICAS - from5/16 to 6/6 215 

Lothar, Dr. ©.- A WOMAN IS WITNESS - from 7/25 to 8/8 226 

Vaillant, G.C.- AZTECS OF MEXICO - postponed to 8/22 167 
Farrar & Rinehart 

Prush K.= YOU GO YOUR WAY - from 7/1 to 7/7 221 
Houghton Mifflin 

Agee & Evans- LET US NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN - Definite date 8/19 169 

DuBois, Theodora- DEATH IS LATE TO LUNCH - Definite date 8/10 189 

Kent & Tarshis- IN GOOD OLD COLONY TIMES - (J) from 5/27 to 7/15 239 

King, Mary- QUINCIE BOLLIVSR _ from 6/18 to 6/30. Note correct author's 

name. 207 

: 
sisal Marsh, Janet- A 'PRENTICE IN OLD LONDON (J)- Definite date 6/24 180 

Nicolaides, Kimon- THF NATURAL WAY TO DRAW - postponed to 8/12 141 

O'Brien, E.J.- Ed.- THE BEST SHORT STORIES OF 1941- from 5/27 to 6/10 185 

Peattie, D.C.- THE ROAD OF A NATURALIST - from 6/3 to 8/12 168 

Peterson, R.T.- A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTFRW RIRDS - from 5/? to 6/10 87 

Wilson, Edmund- THE WOUND AND THE BOW - from 6/13 to 6/24 , 216 


Princeton University Press 
Earle, Edward M.- AGAINST THIS TORRENT - note correct spelling of stead” ™ 


name. 
qe Reynal & Hitchcock 





Hanson, E.P.- CHILE - from 5/30 to 6/20 214 
Rhys, John L.- ENGLAND IS MY VILLAGE - from 5/30 to 6/20 205 
Yale 
Herring, H.- GOOD NEIGHBORS - from 6/3 to 7/15 227 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR- JUNE 15TH TO JULY 1ST 
June 16- Mattingly, Garrett- CATHERINE OF ARAGON (Little Brown) 81 
Morrison, Spring & Delafield- THIS WAR WE WAGE (Emerson) 229 
Van de Water, F.F.- THE RELUCTANT REPUBLIC (John Day) 229 
June 17- Christie, Agatha- N OR M? (Dodd Mead) 190 
June 19- Hilliard, A.R.- JUSTICE BE DAMNED (Farrar & Rinehart) 210 
June 20- Binns, Archie- NORTHWEST GATEWAY (Doubleday Doran) 195 
Birney, Hoffman- ANN CARMENY (Putnam) 244 
McKee, Ruth Eleanor- CHRISTOPHER STRANGE (Doubleday Doran) 206 
O'Brien, Kate- THE LAND OF SPICES (Doubleday Doran) 186 
Rhys, John L.- ENGLAND IS MY VILLAGE (Reynal & Hitchcock) 205 
Shirer, William L.- BERLIN DIARY (Knopf) 247 
June 23- Burton, Jean- SIR RICHARD BURTON'S WIFE (Knopf) 115 
June 24- Gibbings, Robert- SWEET THAMES RUN SOFTLY (Dutton) 230 
June 26- Brinig, Myron- ALL OF THEIR LIVES (Farrar & Rinehart) 186 
June 30- King, Mary- QUINCIE BOLLIVER (Houghton Mifflin) 207 


Please Add This Title To Your June 1st To June 15th Calendar 


/ 
Lyndon, Barre- SUNDOWN (Stokes) 











LET'S TAKE STOCK OF THESE 


Slack times in publishing - few new and noteworthy books coming off the press - here's 

your chance to take stock of some of those worthwhile books you bought just when all 

the world was radio-and-newspaper-bound, and the books missed fire. Any book that 

has not been read is still a new book. Here are some leads to help you move them, 
When a Customer Asks for a Good Story.,.. 

Marguerite Allis‘ NOT WITHOUT PERIL (Putnam) is a good, meaty novel with an historical 


background. The central character is a woman, a pioneer figure in the development of 


the Connecticut Valley, and it is really her story of struggle for her own identity. 
$2.50 


Elizabeth Coatsworth's THE TRUNK (Macmillan)offers a good tale of adventure, a story 
of mounting fear and tension in the sullen Central American tropics, and of a mar- 
riage that almost broke under the strain. $2.50 





Elizabeth Foster's SINGING BEACH (Harper) is a thoroughly likable book. For the young 
woman, there's nicely handled romance; for the mature reader, there is a detailed fam- 


ily backdrop, recognizable situations, cross currents, dialogue. Pleasantly casual. 
$2.50 


Paul Gallico's THE SNOW GOOSE (Knopf) has proved a bonanza for some booksellers. 
"Here is a war story which has brought deep satisfaction to some readers - a beautiful i 
and poignant story which strikes deep below the surface, revealing the hidden depths 
of human nobility and beauty" writes Roger Boutell of Tecolote Book Shop, Santa 


Barbara. - $1.00 


Brigid Knight's WALKING THE WHIRLWIND (Crowell) is a full-~flavored, completely expand- 
ed novel - a three generation story of pre-Boer war South Africa. Colonization, land 
problems, troubles with natives, evolution of a social pattern - a rich novel. $2.75 


Sylvia Thompson's THE GULLS FLY INLAND (Little, Brown) has good entertainment value 
and should be a good summer item. There are almost no other new books that can offer- 
as this does - a cosmopolitan love story, a luxury background, pleasant people.$2.50 


Ward Weaver's HANG MY WREATH (Wilfred Funk) is a fast paced, well - sustained adven- 
ture romance, the Civil War background being secondary to the story. Perhaps the 


fact that the author's name is a pseudonym for a well-known novelist will pique curi- 
osity. $2.75 


And These for Humor 


THERE'S ONE IN EVERY FAMILY by Frances Eisenberg (Lippincott) is engaging and amusing 
and fresh. The Marsdens are already well-known to New Yorker readers and some others, 


but plenty of other people will have fun reading their story. $2.50 


THOMASHEEN JAMES by Maurice Walsh (Stokes) is the tale of a graceless rascal with a 
glib tongue, a grand imagination and an adroit way of putting his listener in the 


wrong and winning his shilling and his pint - and even forgiveness and a fishing 
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THS MONTHS OF RAIN by Alice Covert (Kinsey) is a thoroughly enjoyable book, honest, 
sympathetic, well-handled. Present-day story of sturdy, philosophical kindly farming 
people in Oklahoma. The sort of farm story Phil Stong wrote in State Fair. $2.50 


i 
PIG OLD SUN by Robert Faherty (Putnam) is a story in the Faulkner tradition, but 
without the ultra-sordidness, and with something of Marjorie Rawlings' tenderness. 
An earthy tale of Florida crackers, fishing off the Florida Keys. Good reading. $2.50 


THE USURPER by Harry Kroll (Robbs-Merrill) is a story of a Southern town, where Cotton 
is King, and where social levels are paramount. This is the tale of Stan Putterworth, 
motivated by ambition - and it is a first rate yarn. $2.50 


HOLD AUTUMN IN YOUR HAND by George Sessions Perry (Viking) - even after six months 
span since reading it, still stands out as one of the books of the year - and yet it 
has not reached its public. Here humor and pathos rub elbows in a warmly human story 
of little people. That they happen to be poor whites scrabbling for a living in Texas 
bottom lands detracts nothing from the rare entertainment value of the tale, of the 
pallery of live characters, of the original incidents. A discovery this. $2.50 


Biography in a Season when Biography is Scarce 


Roger Burlingame has told the story of Fli Whitney in WHITTLING ROY (Harcourt, Brace). 
Lack of authentic source material makes this of necessity an interpretive and some- 
what fictionized biography of a man ahead of his times, a genius in mechanics. $3.00 


I WAS A HEAD-HUNTFR by Lewis V. Cummings (Houghton, Mifflin) is perfect reading for 
the armchair adventurer. Exciting reading in the experiences of a solitary white man, 
adopted as member of a headhunting tribe of the South American jungles. $3.00 


Vivian Hughes has brought her “London Child" story virtually up to date in A LONDON 
FAMILY BETWEEN THS WARS (Oxford). These delightful memoirs are the perfect answer for 
your older, conservative reader of discriminating taste. Here, in the story of her. 
widowhood is the flavor of that England that will survive the war. $2.50 


HUDSON VALLEY SQUIRE by C. Plackburn Miller (Stokes) isn’t a book about Roosevelt. 
Instead it is a candidate for the Clarence Day mantle, a delightful refurbishing of 
the good old days in an entertaining biography of a country squire in our own Hudson 
Valley, of Victorian heydays and a grand family cast. Don't miss it. You can sell it 
to those who liked The Vanishing Virginian. $2.75 


THE HERO IN AMERICA by Dixon Wecter (Scribner) analyzes a few of the great and the 
near great who have become symbols of America's hero worship. An original approach, 
with something of biography, of characterization, of psychology. I found it fascin- 
ating reading, a fresh approach to hackneyed figures, an inclusion of many less fre- 
quently encountered. Substantial reading, for those who like Bowers and Adams. $3,50 


CRUSADER IN CRINOLINE by Forrest Wilson (Lippincott) is a biography of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, but - more than that - it is a picture of her period, and of the contribution 
she made to the positidn of women in the intellectual, political and social scene. 

New England and Ohio of her day. A good woman's biography. $3.75 


I BOUGHT A MOUNTAIN by Thomas Firbank (Countryman Press) may not be for everyone, but 

those who will like it, will like it enormously. Picture We Farm For a Hobby and Make 
It Pay transferred to the rugged beauty of a mountain in North Wales. Then follow 

the adventures of the author and his wife as they go in for commercial sheep-farming, 

with hogs and even a snack bar on the side. An enchanting book. $2.75 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT :No. 8 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Austin, Margot PETER CHURCHMOUSE Dutton 


Margot Austin, wife of Darrel Austin, artist, and better known perhaps on 
the West Coast than the East, is doing nice books for children. This is her third or 
fourth, and once again she has an original touch in both text and pictures and a keen 
sense of humor. This - in pictures and text - tells the story of the kitten and the 
mouse who palled up to persuade the clergyman to supply the church mouse with proper 


food so that he wouldn't eat the church property. ea $1.00 
V. Olfers, Sibylle-1tllustrator WHEN THE ROOT CHILDREN WAKE UP Stokes 


Fish, Helen Dean-text by 


as This is a reissue of a German picture book, long a favorite in this country, 
now manufactured in the USA. A beautiful job of bookmaking, with cleaner cut pictures 
and a good clear type face. Cloth bound. An ideal book for Spring, with its charming 
story of the activity going on under the earth as the "root children wake up" and pre- 
pare for their summer garb. (Published) $1.50 


INEXPENSIVE NEW EDITIONS 
Loveland, Seymour, ed. ILLUSTRATED BIBLE STORY Rand, McNally 


The Old Testament volume contains the stories of Joseph, Moses, Joshua, 
David; the New Testament divides the life of Christ into Early Life, Miracles, Para- 
bles, Later Life, and The Apostles. The editor has used some of the familiar text but 
simplified the context, without modernizing it unduly. The Milo Winters illustrations 
are nice, particularly in the Old Testament. Popular edition, drawn from the $2.00 
Single volume. (6/2) Each $ .50 


de Brunhoff, Jean THE STORY OF BABAR; TRAVELS OF BABAR; BABAR THE KING Random House 


Reissued with larger pictures, larger print. 8a x 11.(Mid Summer )Each $1.00 


-el 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Lovelace, Maud Hart BETSY - TACY AND TIB Crowell 


* Betsy-Tacy"” were "best friends". When Tib came along, they included her 
in their corporation. This is a second book about their adventures, and is even better 
than the first. Good feel of a Minnesota small town, of real grown ups in the back- 
ground. But the story is essentially the small fry's story, with the sort of mischief 
that six to nine year olds like to read about. Lois Lenski is making the pictures. 
The vocabulary is right for about third grade reading. (8/1) ae $1.75 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 
WPA Writers Project THE REPTILE BOOK Whitman 


Companion volume to The Zoo Book (see page 238). Material condensed from 
Reptiles and Amphibians and about a dozen creatures belonging under these classifica- 
tions are included. Photographs, factual information, good for reference use. $ .50 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9- 12's 


Holling, Holling Clancy PADDLE-TO-THE-SEA Houghton, Mifflin 


This might fit the upper brackets of the preceding age classification - 
eight and nine year olds, as well as the lower brackets of the age group indicated. 
Through a simple little story (which reads as though it might be supported by fact) 
the ways of tides and men are traced in the adventures of a foot long Indian canoe, 
launched with a message asking finders to help it on towards the sea. For three years 
the model went, through storm and flood, adventures and misadventures, from French 
Canada, by the Great Lakes, rivers, overland with helpful finders, and finally reached 
its goal, the sea, and was carried across the ocean to France. No illustrations avail- 
able as yet (illustrated by the author), but the text is unique in its holding to pos- 
sible facts concerning the waters on our Canadian border. (8 1B4 $2.00 


| 
Alessios, Alison Baigrie THE SPEAR OF ULYSSES { Longmans, Green 


Don't be misled by the title into expecting a story drawn from the classics, 
for here is a tale of modern Greece (before the war), of the Greek islands with a visit 
to the mainland. The background shows how ancient customs have survived in the present, 
and howthe legends of old still motivate the thinking and acting of modern Greeks, old 
and young. There is a vigorous sense of the country and the people which should help 
bridge the gap in most minds and keep alive the sense of a valiant country fighting 
for its survival today. There is more incident in the story than some of these in- 
formational books contain, as the plot develops around the search for the lost spear 
of Ulysses. Old legends are incorporated into the story. Not wholly successful - the 
effect is sometimes a trifle disjointed, the dialogue not always natural. But the im- 
pression as a whole is effective. Illustrated by Rafaello Busoni. Link this with Mac- 
Veagh's Greek Journey (Dodd, Mead). (7/23) ~ $1.75 — 


Gere, Frances Kent BOY OF BABYLON Longmans, Green 


A good adventure story with a background of the days of Babylon's supre- 
macy, but with the story itself dealing more with the trade routes to Assyria and 
Egypt as a lad is sent to carry gold to his father and then to continue in his father's 
company taking a precious lapis lazuli to the Pharoah in Egypt. Ties in well with 
school study of early methods of trade and travel, but is not in the least prosy or 
text booky. Illustrated by the author. (8/27) “ $2.00 ~~ 


Hinkle, Thomas C. OLD NICK AND BOB: Two Dogs of the West Morrow 


Hinkle has a faculty for picking out good dog characters and spinning a 
good plot. But, strangely enough, he never seems to outgrow the amateurishness of 
writing which one condoned in his early books, but which seems inexcusable in his 
writing after a good many years of experience. This time the story tells of the friend- 
ship of two dogs for each other; and the friendship of one for a man. (7/23) $2.00 
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Fischer, Marjorie ALL ON A SUMMER'S DAY Random House 


% Eddie, who wanted to be a musician; Sammie, a pestiferous younger brother; 
Kit, who willingly shared her roller skates and who had a yearning to be a dancer; 
Elsa, who eventually got rid of the governess who turned her into a French doll; Hal, 
who was English and didn't quite know how to be American; the park cop who didn't like 
Rule Britannia - all these and many others make a delightful set of characters for a 
very entertaining story of the adventures that befell the Central Park summer inhab- 
itants. The story revolves around the creation of a children's band, but lots of 


things happen to keep things moving. I loved it. Illustrated by Fritz Eichenberg. 
(7L97 $2.00 Le 


Kahmann, Chesley XDY AND THE SOAP BOX DERBY Random House 


Good boys' club story, sympathetic and human, with constructive gang ac- 
tivities as the eventual outcome. Young Ted is a newcomer in a smallish mid-western 
town, and - after an interlude in which his father disapproves - joins the XDY club 
and puts new life into its activities. The club goes in for the Soap Box Derby and 
after some ups and downs, which carry from presidency to being ousted from membership, 
affairs straighten out, the club wins the derby and the town's endorsement. (#4?) &- 


$1.75 (2 
FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Daniel, Hawthorne WHAMPOA Crowell 


. A good story teller tells a good story of how two boys were taken along 

on a trip round the horn in a clipper ship - of how they sought news of a missing ves- 
sel and her captain, father of one of the boys - of how they went on to San Francisco 
and then to China - and of the circumstances by which the mystery was solved. Good 
adventure, and plausible. But most fascinating in its picture of the Chinese trade 

in the mid-19th century, and of the piracy practised then in the China Seas.(8466)2 2 


$2.00 
Allen, Merritt Parmelee WESTERN STAR: A Story of Jim Bridger Longmans, Green 
ae The best story built on the romantic career of Jim Bridger that I have 


come across. Good history - good biography - good adventure. Merritt Parmelee Allen 
can be counted on for authentic background material; he has long been conversant with 

the sources of information on our early pioneer history, and this novel built around 
Bridger's entry into the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, the months of solitude when he 
learned to know the Yellowstone and the region he made his own, gives one a sense of 

the idealism that helped build the West. The title refers to a medal which Bridger 

wore and which stood as a symbol of luck in his western venture until - through the 
almost unbelievable experience of an older trapper - he realized that. success came 
through the man and not the charm. Illustrated by Henry Pitz. (| 6)” $2.00 att 


Carson, Julia M.H. ELBOW HOUSE ; Longmans, Green 


A familiar enough general pattern with some new twists and turns - well 
written. The old family homestead has to be sold; there is a legend about buried 
treasure which the very modern younger generation discount completely until a stranger, 
posing as an antiquarian, gets unduly interested in purchasing the place. Eventually, 
the treasure is found and the home is saved. So much for the routine. But the origi- 
nal aspects of the story give it its claim to recognition, for Penelope Wainright is 
a live personality, and her youthful endeavors to do her bit towards saving the situa- 
tion gives a practical touch to what might be considered just another mystery story 
about treasure and an old house. There's enough of romance too for the early teens. 


Illustrated by Elizabeth Tyler Wolcott. (*#/TOT Y $1. 
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Johansen, Margaret Alison HAWK OF HAWK CLAN Longmans, Green 
- The Southwest, Texas and the Gulf districts form a rather unusual setting 


for a good Indian story. The Hasinai and the Nacogdoches had once been friendly; but 
when the story opens they are bitter enemies. Then a Hasinai lad saves the life of a 
Nacogdoche, and they become blood members of the same clan and share experiences in 
growing to manhood. When eventually they risk their lives to bring food to the tribe 
the ground is laid for reviving the friendship between the hostile tribes. The rou- 
tine of life among the Indians is adroitly handled, and a fast paced story carries the 
interest along from first to last. These are tribes of which almost _nothing has been 


written, so this forms a good addition to the Indian shelves. ( 3) $2.00 
OD Q- / O) 

Farley, Keith—— THE BLACK STALLION Random House 

, A first rate horse and boy story, definitely off the beaten track. Alec 


a wild Arab stallion, 


at fourteen, ships alone from India to America; the horse, Black, 
Shipwreck - 


is put on board at a small Arab port, and no one but Alec can handle him. 
the horse saves Alec's life - desperate days on an arid island, then rescue and Alec 
and the horse, now his, are taken to America. What happens when an ex-jockey under- 
takes to train Black - and how he wins his ribbon makes grand reading. (@*P> $1°75 ~~ 
“~— } fr tA rs ~~ 
+ bk. CT Pe st aan 
FOR THE 12 to 1§ YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Reck, Franklin M. & Claire POWER From Start to Finish Crowell 


Story of the fuels of the world and what they mean, the machines by which 
they do their work. Coal, oil, water - steam engines and electricity, a continuous 
pattern with power the hero of the drama, and the biographical data made an integral 
part of the whole. Skillful handling, with an immense amount of information packed 
into an essentially readable text. Illustrated with photographs and diagrams. (Selec- 
tion of Junior Guild for June. ) $2.00 


Long, Laura SINGING SISTERS . Longmans, Green 


A biography of the Cary sisters, Phoebe and Alice Cary, 19th century 
American poets. They were brought up on a farm near Cincinnati, two of a large family 
with pious parents. There's an Alcott flavor in this story of a family united against 
the world, with their own rules, their jokes, the standards of behaviour. The author 
is very successful in recreating place, period and characters, though she faced a dif- 
ficult task in bringing the two sisters alive. Alice was wholly devoted to her older 
sister, Rhoda, and crushed by her death; Phoebe helped bring Alice back to health 
through her devotion, her gaiety and drollery, but it was an itinerant preacher who 
persuaded her. to take her part in family affairs again. Alice's early success with 
her writing encouraged Phoebe to try her wings; Horace Greeley came to the farm to 
seek them out and encouraged them to come to New York; and Greeley and Barnum between 
them popularized their Sunday night suppers. Not a book for everyone, but it should 
be popular with girls who are interested in literature as a career. (8/4)UV $2.00 p~ 


Shore, Maxine & HERO OF DARIEN: The Story of Vasco Nunez de Balboa Longmans, Green 
Oblinger, M.M. 


° First rate biography of the great explorer and colonizer, a man often mis- 
understood, both in his life and in his interpretation. These biographers show him as 

a youth who seized opportunity, who overcame obstacles, who broke the law when it was 
the only answer, the only way out of an impasse. They show him as a man with high 
aspirations, ambition that was greater than his personal career, a sense of deep loyal- 
ty to his king, of a keen sense of duty to his fellow man, whether slave or free, white 
or black or red. Ina period when strategy and intrigue overthrew legitimate cooperative 
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efforts, he held fast to his sense that by fair play more could be achieved. His was 

a dramatic life, and this is a colorful and exciting story. (7/3) ~~ $2.00 pe 
36 

Darrow, Floyd L. & THE BOYS OWN BOOK OF GREAT INVENTIONS Macmillan 

Hylander, C.J. 


This book was published in 1918, when the basic principles of the epoch- 
making progress in invention in this century had been discovered and great progress 
already make. Now the book is completely revised, with some wholly new chapters on 
such subjects as radio, television, the movies, and a rewrite job on others, intro- 
ducing new applications of old principles, new relationships, new devices. Inevitably 
there are some limitations imposed by this method, but Hylander has done as good a 
job as could be done, and the book has made a place for itself too valuable to be 
sacrificed. The lack of index is its most serious fault. Illustrated. (6/3) $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 


Ames, Merlin M. CANTHOOK COUNTRY Houghton, Mifflin 


The first all-round lumbercamp story that I remember. The Adams had come 
naturally by lumbering in Northern Michigan - but Steve didn't think he'd get his 
chance. Then came the mysterious disappearance of Gord, following his first year, and 
it was up to Steve to solve it. Lumbering, the log drive, camp watcher - three seasons 
gave him a chance to see the good and bad of lumbering, and of the men who made up the 
crews. But the mystery was still unsolved, though the cause had been revealed. It took 
a forest fire to bring Gord back - and to make Steve see that he wanted to be a ranger. 


Good yarn. (8/H) _ $2.00 ue 
. Non-fiction 
Carroll, Mary Tarver THE MAN WHO COULD NOT WAIT Longmans, Green 


The Story of Aaron Burr 


* An excellent biography with Aaron Burr seen in a fair light, his brilliant 
gifts set boldly against his temperamental shortcomings and his odd twists of mind and 
character. Link this with Anne Colver's Theodosia (Farrar & Rinehart - page 99) and 
you will have a well-rounded picture of Burr, his famous daughter and the history and 
period against which their careers were set. Both books give a happier picture of 
Theodosia's marriage than does Anya Seton's book. The Man Who Could Not Watt is par- 
ticularly successful in the story of Burr's tempestuous boyhood and youth, his stormy 
relations with Washington during the Revolution. The author touches more lightly on 
his period of alternating frustration and success through his maturity; and perhaps 
too little space is given to the period of plotting empire, of the trial and of the 
tragic close of his life. However, it is in the other part of his life that younger 
readers will find most interest - and in the picture of a genius thwarted by his own 
shortcomings. Very well handled. (8/20) $2.00 — 


Smertenko, Johan ALEXANDER HAMILTON Man of Actton Messner 


I am afraid this biography of Hamilton will be above the heads of most 

junior readers. Hamilton, vital as he was in a crucial period of our history, was a 
character that appeals more to the intellectual than to the adventure loving reader. 
The sub-title, "man of action", seems justified in the skeleton of facts, but hardly 
in the way Smertenko has handled them. He tells us of Hamilton doing thus and so, but 
he tells it in terms of quotations from letters, from contemporary records, from au- 
thentic source material, rather than in narrative form. The result - an almost in- 
evitable slowing up of the pace, long passages of straight exposition, and so on. 
think the book might have had a better chance as an adult biography, somewhat less 
weighty than his book written for adults and intended for people who want the story in 
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Then it could be recommended for serious-minded high school students. 
As it is, it may fall between two fires. And yet the story is there - the character 
and incidents abound in possibilities for a more dramatic tale than this one. Its 
chief distribution will be through college and high school libraries, as supplement- 
ary reading for history students, as it serves as a history of certain facets of the 
Revolution, the intimate picture of Washington and his official family, and of the 
Cabinet problems of the young country. Illustrated by Richard Wilt. (64215) $2.50 
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easier form. 


_ ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fictton 
Goudge, Elizabeth THE GOLDEN SKYLARK Coward, McCann 


Short stories, most of them with child characters, many with a touch of 
fantasy blended with realism. Some have tapped rich historical background. The set- 


tings are varied, with most of the modern stories set in the Channel Islands. For full 
report see adult section, page 221 (June 16). $2.50 
Ellsberg, Com. Edward CAPTAIN PAUL Dodd, Mead 


John Paul Jones is the central character for a grand adventure tale, in 
which the story is told by a Nantucket youth whose path repeatedly crosses this glam- 
orous figure of America's history. Ideal biographical fiction, good history, good in- 
terpretation, with a selection of incidents which make it ideal to recommend to high 
school students. For full report see page 220. (Published) $2.75 


MacInnes, Helen ABOVE SUSPICION Little, Brown 


A skilled and breathless tale of the hunt and the hunted, in a story of a 
young married couple's anonymous excursion into Germany, France and Austria on the 
heels of the Gestapo. Tale of adventure for the Escape market. For full report see 
page 204, (7/9) $2.50 


Recommended Mysteries and Westerns 


Raine, Wm. MacLeod THEY CALLED HIM BLUE BLAZES (page 209) Houghton, Mifflin 
Haycox, Ernest TRAIL TOWN (page 210) Little, Brown 
Woolrich, Cornell THE BLACK CURTAIN (page 224) Simon & Schuster 
Abbey, Kieran RUN WITH THE HARE (page 224) Scribner 


Non-fiction 
Van de Water, Frederic F. THE RELUCTANT REPUBLIC John Day 


Brilliant story of the disputed section of New England that eventually 
became Vermont, during the years of its struggle for identity, when the hardy colon- 
ists fought Indians, Yorkers, French, British with equal zest. Good reading. For 
full report, see page 229. (6/16) $3.00 


MacMurray, Claire AND BEAT HIM WHEN HE SNEEZES Stokes 
An ideal family book, unaffected, easy-going entertainment, with the high 


and low of domestic interludes, the little aggravations, ironies, discomforts and 
satisfactions. Good read aloud for everyone material. Full report, page 235. $2.00 





